304                    DIARY AND LETTERS  OF     [CHAP. XXXVIII.
"Mr. Parish and I have some conversation to-day [October 6th] on the subject of Messrs. Lafayette & Co. He sees with concern that they are running into great and useless expense, according to all appearances, by going foolishly to an inn at Hamburg instead of coming out to lodgings prepared for them at Altona. They have run out fifty guineas in two days. I prepare for my journey today, and say farewell to my friends. Go to Poppenbuttel to see M. and Madame de Lafayette, and bid them adieu. As he mentions to me his intention of going to America, I urge him to decide on it seriously and to mention it now to Mr. Adams, the President. I tell him that neither the present Directory nor the Constitutionalists, as they call themselves, wish to see him in France ; that I believe America will make a proper provision for him. I think they ought to offer, and he to accept, what will put him in easy circumstances. He says that if his wife can sell her property in France she will, after paying her debts, have some little left, and very little will satisfy him. Here I think he is much mistaken.                                                                  /'|'
".Mr. Parish comes this afternoon while I am writing,                      \
and brings me the letter Lafayette has written stating the                      t
impracticability of going out this autumn  to America.                      ^
Mr. Parish, to whom it is addressed, finds it well enough,                      ;
so I don't object, though the style is not just what it ought                   * |!
to be, and I think will not be so pleasing or satisfactory to                      I
the Imperial Cabinet as Mr. Parish might wish and of right expect I fancy M. Archenholz will come out with a smart philippic against the Emperor, for I saw him out at Poppenbuttel, and, as I suppose, for the purpose of collecting materials. The late prisoners will not be unwilling to furnish all they can. They were, in my opinion, con-                      Pj
fined unjtjstly ; no wonder that the loss of liberty should,                      |"j
coupled with the sense of wrong, have greatly exasperated                      |>                         ;,;
